TAKE THE LAND!

Text: Joshua 1:1-9.
Readings: Numbers 27:12-23, Deuteronomy 34, Hebs 13:1-17
Theme: God appoints Joshua to lead the people of Israel in taking the land of Canaan. 
Purpose: To encourage each of us in our task of extending the kingdom of Christ. 

Congregation,

A change of leadership in any group of people can be a difficult and sensitive matter. 
At our last national elections in NZ Mrs Jenny Shipley stepped down as Prime Minister of NZ and Ms Helen Clark took over - the country had to get used to another style of leadership.
A manager leaves a large corporation and he is replaced by a new manager - the staff have to get used to the new man and his different methods.
When one pastor leaves a church and another comes then there is a time of adjustment and settling in for the congregation and the new minister.

The book of Joshua begins with a change of leadership. This was a time of transition. Moses had completed his task and the Lord had taken him home. A new work was about to begin and the Lord had a new man in mind - another man with different gifts and abilities. 

Here the Lord gives Joshua his task - his mission. 
1. We will consider this Task, 
2. Then look at the Leader God had chosen for it,
3. Then look at the Promises God gave him,
4. And then at what God Required of him. 

The task, Leader, Promises, Requirements.
As we look at these we will see how each of these applies to us in our situation today. 

THE TASK God gave to Joshua was to lead the people into the land of Canaan.

They had spent the last forty years wandering in the desert. Then at the end of that time they had arrived at the border of the land of Canaan and camped on the plains of Moab. Moses had repeated the law of God to them and his speeches are recorded in the book of Deuteronomy. 

The tribes of Reuben, Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh had captured the land and cities on the East side of the Jordan and had settled there. The fighting men however, went across the Jordan with the rest of Israel to take the land of Canaan. That was the task God gave them. 

"Now then, you and all these people, get ready to cross the Jordan river into the land I am about to give to them - to the Israelites." (vs 2)

Notice that God gave them the land - It was a gift. 
But they also had to do something as well - they had to conquer it. They had to take the cities and plains and hill country. That is the implication of verse 3: 
"I will give you every place where you set your foot."
They had to "set their foot" on the land and claim it as their own. 
This is the theme of the book of Joshua - it is the story of the people of Israel conquering the land of Canaan. 

Well, you might say, What does this have to do with us? What relevance does this have for today, three and a half thousand years later. The land of Israel today is occupied by Jews and Arabs and they are busy fighting each other. 

The application of this for us does not lie in the physical land of Palestine. The promises of God about the land of Canaan belonged to the OT people of Israel, not to the church. 

Today we are not promised the kingdom of Israel; rather, we are promised the Kingdom of Christ.
New Testament believers are not commanded to go to Israel and join a Kibbutz, rather we are called to join the church and extend the kingdom of God. 
Jesus gave us our mission just before he ascended into heaven, when he said; "Repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things." (Luke 24:47-48).

Notice the extent of this task.
The people of Israel had to take the land of Canaan for the Lord. 
New Testament believers are called to take the whole world for the Lord Jesus. You and I are given the great task of extending the borders of the Kingdom of God, of claiming every part of life for the Lord Jesus. 

This is expressed in this well-known hymn:
Jesus shall reign wher-e'er the sun,
Does its successive journeys run,
	His kingdom stretch from shore till shore,
	Till moons shall wax and wane no more.

As we extend Christ's kingdom we are taking back the world. The world belongs to God but Satan has taken it over. We live in enemy occupied territory. Our task is to claim it for the Lord Jesus once again. 

This is the clear message of the New Testament and it has been a strong emphasis in Reformed theology for a long time. 
However, we may be losing sight of this. We aren't doing this as much as we could or should. We are not as militant or bold about this task as we ought to be. 
We need to be more courageous and single minded in our task of being ambassadors of the Lord Jesus and citizens of his kingdom. This is the task.

This brings us to consider, secondly, THE LEADER appointed for this task. 
This was a time of transition. Moses had led Israel for the last forty years. Now that he had died God had chosen Joshua to take over. 

God had been training him for this task for many years. 

He is described in vs 1 as "Moses' aide". The word could be translated as servant or minister. He had been assisting him for a long time, learning the ropes, being prepared for his task. 

We first meet him in the Scriptures in Exodus 17 when Moses commands him to lead the people of Israel in their battle against the Amalekites. This is soon after they had left Egypt and Joshua is already a commander of the army. 
He was the one who went up on Mt Sinai with Moses (Ex 24:13). 
Later he was one of the twelve spies sent into Canaan. (Nums 14:6-9). 
When Moses went into the Tabernacle and talked with God face to face Joshua stood outside (Ex 33:7-11).

He had spent 40 years training as an apprentice. Now that Moses was gone he was the one to take over. 

He had an important role to play.  We often say that no one is indispensable, and that is true, but we also need to recognise that each person is significant.

Moses was significant - he delivered Israel out of Egypt, he led them through the desert for 40 years, he gave them the law. 

Joshua was also significant. He too had an important role to play in leading the conquest of Canaan. 

You too are significant. You have a part to play, a job to do, a task to perform. God has prepared you for that so get into it and do it well!

But we also need to remember that we are only instruments in the hands of God. Moses and Joshua were agents of God. 
Our focus must be on the Lord, not on any human person. God is always the Hero in these Old Testament stories. He is in the limelight. We must keep our attention on him. 

And we need to remember that great leaders like Joshua point beyond themselves to someone else - they point to the Lord Jesus. 
The technical word we use for this is the word "type". A type is an Old Testament person or event that God intends to serve as a pattern or example of a person or event in the New Testament, especially relating to Jesus. So Joshua was a type of Christ. He points ahead to the Lord Jesus. He is a pattern of Christ. 

He does this in his name. When we first meet him he is called Hoshea which means salvation. Moses changed his name to Joshua, which means The Lord saves (Nums 13:8).
The Greek form of this name is Jesus and it has the same meaning - God saves. The angel Gabriel said, "You shall call his name Jesus for he will save his people from their sins." (Matt 1:21)

Joshua was also a type of Christ in what he would do. 
He was used by God to deliver the people of Israel from their enemies and give them peace and rest in their land.
Jesus, the Son of God, was used by God to deliver his people from eternal death and the punishment of hell and to give his people peace with God and an eternal rest in heaven.

So as we look at the great deeds of Joshua we need to look beyond him to the greater deeds of the New Testament Joshua, the Lord Jesus. 
The great military hymns of the church urge us to follow Jesus, the Captain and Commander of the armies of God!: 
	"Onward Christian Soldiers, marching as to war, 
	 with the cross of Jesus, going on before."
	"Lead on O King Eternal"!    
	"Stand up stand up for Jesus"!

We have considered The Task; The Leader. 
Thirdly, let's consider THE PROMISE OF GOD to Joshua.

God promised him the land. 

The Lord gives this promise in vs 2-4, even describing the boundaries of the land they will have; borders that were achieved in the time David and Solomon. 
God had promised this land to Abraham, Issac, Jacob and to Moses. Now God was about to fulfil his promise. 

He also promised that he would be victorious. 
	"No one will be able to stand up against you all the days of your life." (vs 5a)

Joshua and Israel faced huge battles.
Humanly speaking the odds were stacked against them. 
But God promised them victory. They would win. The outcome was certain. 

We need to remember this today as well. Humanly speaking the task of bringing about the kingdom seems impossible. NZ is so pagan and secular. But let's remember the great promises of the Lord. One day the Kingdom will come. One day every knee will bow before the Lord Jesus. One day Jesus will hand everything over to the Father so that He may be all in all (1 Cor 15:24-28).

This won't come about because we are so strong, but because the Lord is with us. This was his promise to Joshua. "I will be with you", God said (vs 5b)

Joshua had learnt that lesson a long time ago when he fought the Amalekites. They had won the victory because the Lord had been with them. As Moses held up his rod over the battlefield the army of Israel had been stronger and had won. He knew that he could not do this in his own strength. But if God was with him he could do it. 

The Lord gives us this promise today as well. This is what Jesus said to his disciples as he sent them out into the world for the great task of proclaiming the good news of the kingdom; 
	"And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." (Matt 28:20)  
The writer of Hebrews uses these same words to assure us that God is still with us. 
"Never will I leave you, never will I forsake you. So we say with confidence. The Lord is my Helper; I will not be afraid." Heb 13:5-6.

This is of great comfort and help to us. We have the assurance of God's presence as we go about this great task under the leadership of the Lord Jesus. 

That brings us to consider, fourthly, THE REQUIREMENTS OF GOD (vs 6-9)

Be strong and courageous God said to Joshua. (vs 6)

This was going to be a very difficult task. They were about to embark on a long and hard campaign. There would be a lot of fighting - a long drawn out war against the people and cities of the land. 
This was not for the faint-hearted or the timid. This was not a task for the weak or feeble of mind or spirit. 
The people of Israel needed a leader with strength and courage; one who was bold and confident.

Joshua was the man! 
His courage was not based on the power of positive thinking; "I can do it!" Nor did he work up the courage within himself.  
No, his courage was based on the promise of the presence of God.
"Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go." (vs 9)
He could go forward with those words ringing in his ears. 
So can you. "Be strong and courageous." 

The second requirement was to obey the Law (vs 7-8....)

He had to keep the Scriptures before him all the time. 
He had to meditate on them so they were part of his life and thinking. 
And he had to explain them to others. 

But this is something for all God's people. The Scriptures are full of commands to us to read and study and meditate on God's Word.
We must be like the man in Psalm 1 who meditated on the law day and night. There will be no blessing from the Lord without obedience. 
Today we have this great task of bringing about the Kingdom of the Lord. 
Remember that you are led by the Lord Jesus Himself.
Remember that you are promised victory and the presence of the Lord.
Remember that you are required to be bold and to be obedient.

""Be strong and courageous.... for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go." (vs 9)

Amen. 


